Socialist Party in Ireland

(DUBLIN BRANCH).

THE ROYAL VISIT.

“The great appear great to us, only because we are on our Fnees -
LET US RISE.

FELLOW-WORKERS—AS you are aware from reading the daily and weekly newspapers, we are
about to be blessed with a visit from King George V, Knowing from previous experience of Royal
Visits, as well as from the Coronation orgies of the past few weeks, that the occasion will be utilised
to make propaganda on behalf of royalty and aristocracy against the oncoming forces of democracy
and National freedom, we desire to place before you some few reasons why you should unanimously
refuse to countenance this visit, or to recognise it by your presence at its attendant processions or
demonstrations.  We appeal to you as workers, speaking to workers, whether your work be that of
the brain or of the hand—manual or mental 10il—it, is of you and your children we are thinking ; it

is your cause we wish to safeguard and foster.

The future of the working class requires that all political and social positions should he open
to all men and women ; that all privileges of birth or wealth be abolished, and that every man or
woman born into this land should have an equal opportunity to attain to the proudest position in the
land. The Socialist demands that the only birthright necessary to qualify for public office should
be the birthright of our common humanity. Believing as we do that there is nothing on earth more
sacred than humanity, we deny all allegiance to this institution of royalty, and hence can only re-
gard the visit of the King as adding fresh fuel to the fire of hatred with which we regard the plun-
dering institutions of which he iy the representative.  Let the capitalist and Jandlord class flock to
exalt him ; he is theirs : in him they see embodied the idea of caste and class ; they glorify him and
exals his importance that they might familiarise the public mind with the conception of political
inequality, knowing well that a people’ mentally poisoned by the adulation of royalty can never
attain to that spirit of self-reliant democracy necessary for the attainment of social freedom, The
mind accastomed to political kings can easily be reconciled to social kings—capitalist kings of the
workshop, the mill, the railway, the ships and the docks.  Thus coronation and king's visits are by
our astute, never-sleeping masters made into huge Imperialist propagandist campaigns in favour of
political and social schemes against democracy.  But if our masters and rulers are sleepless in their
schemes against us, so we, rebels against their rule, must never sleep in our appeal to our fellows to
maintain as publicly our belief in the dignity of our class—in the ultimate sovereignty of those who
labour.
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